
	Discovering Early America Project

Slavery Unit: Triangle Trade


	Lesson topic(s) and/or Essential Question(s)

Why did slavery start?

How were slaves traded?

What happened in Africa?
What were the conditions like on the slave ships?

What was it like to be a slave?

How did slaves challenge the system of slavery?



	Objectives


	What will your students know and be able to do as a result of this lesson?

Students will understand why the system of slavery was started in the United States and understand the Triangle Trade.  They will have some sense of what life was like in Africa, on the slave ships, and on plantations.

	Standards
	What standards will be addressed by this lesson?

5.12 Explain the causes of the establishment of slavery in North America.  Describe the harsh conditions of the Middle Passage and slave life, and the response of slaves to their conditions.  Describe the life of free African Americans in the colonies.

(Free African Americans will be addressed elsewhere in the project)



	Instructional 

materials and 

resources


	What materials, texts, manipulatives, visuals, etc. will

 you need for this lesson?
What technological resources (if any) will you need?

Class set of “A Nasty Triangle” packets, (Class map)

Triangle Trade Game



	Bibliography and additional resources


	Are there any books or websites that were used to develop this plan?  Can all resources be located easily?

Hakim, Joy.  From Colonies to Country.  New York: Oxford Press, 1999.

Laird, Roland Owen.  Still I Rise: A Cartoon History of African Americans.  New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 1997.

Lester, Julius.  To Be a Slave.  

Roots, a miniseries based on the book by Alex Haley.  Warner Brothers, 1977.

Slave Songs. www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk

Understanding Slavery: Slave Songs. http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/activities/jazztalk/music.html

	Learner Factors
	How does this lesson accommodate different development levels of students?  How does this lesson accommodate individual differences in approaches to learning, create connections between the subject matter and student experiences, and or include provisions for students with particular learning differences or needs?

This series of lessons addresses the issue of slave through a wide variety of different media: video, song, nonfictional text, personal story, and cartoon.  The variety of different ways the material is presented should facilitate learning for all students.

	Environmental

Factors
	What student grouping will be used?  What changes will you need to make in the classroom due to instruction, materials, safety, etc., if any?

Students will be in a circle reading the chapter via the “popcorn” method.



	Instructional activities and tasks

10 minutes

5- 10 minutes

20 minutes

30 minutes

15 minutes


	What activities will you and your students do and how are they connected to the objectives?

1.  Review the timeline of the colonial era to show students when slavery was a part of our nation’s history.

2. Discuss KWL (know, want to know, learned)

1. Have students brainstorm what they know, and what they think they know about slavery.  

2. Make a list of what students want to learn about slavery.

3. Read aloud - Read aloud the chapter “A Nasty Triangle.”  Teacher can ask students to “popcorn” read, meaning one student reads and then calls on the next to pick up where he or she left off.  After reading, ask students to help “draw” the Triangle Trade route on the board. 

4. Play the Triangle Trade Game

DIRECTIONS:

Each pair or trio of students gets a game board and envelope, containing game pieces, money pieces, a spinner, and a paper clip.

Each player gets a color to play as, rotating use of three pieces: the rum,  clothes, and slaves.  Players start at the colonies, using the rum piece.  

Players take turns spinning, by holding a pencil on the center of the spinner and spinning a paperclip around with their finger.  Students move their rum piece as determined by the spinner.  At each “Stop” square, students must stop, even if they over-spin.   On  that turn, players get one money piece and trade their playing piece (in Europe,  they trade rum for clothes; in Africa, they trade clothes for slaves, and back in the colonies, they trade slaves for rum).  

They keep going around and around and try to accumulate the most money possible.  

5. Written Reflection – discuss or write about what it was like to play the game.  

* Is it a morally sound game to play in school?   

* Did you enjoy buying and selling people?  

* Do you think that the ship captains thought about what they were doing, or did they focus on the money they were making?



	Assessment 

activities


	How will you determine what the students know and are able to do during and as a result of the lesson?

Post-game written reflection



	Reflection


	How did the lesson plan work?  What was effective?  What would you change for tomorrow or the next time you use this plan?



	Day 4-5


	Lesson topic(s) and/or Essential Question(s)

Life of Slaves

Reparations



	Objectives


	What will your students know and be able to do as a

result of this lesson?

Students will be able to express their knowledge of slavery through a picture book telling the story of a life of a slave.

Students will be introduced to the concept of reparations for slavery.



	Standards
	What standards will be addressed by this lesson?

5.12 Explain the causes of the establishment of slavery in North America.  Describe the harsh conditions of the Middle Passage and slave life, and the response of slaves to their conditions.  Describe the life of free African Americans in the colonies.



	Instructional 

materials and 

resources


	What materials, texts, manipulatives, visuals, etc. will

 you need for this lesson?
What technological resources (if any) will you need?

Class set of Slavery Scrapbox Assignment Sheet, rubric, and organizers

Construction paper

White paper

Glue

Art supplies and scissors (provided by students)



	Bibliography and additional resources


	Are there any books or websites that were used to develop this plan?  Can all resources be located easily?

	Learner Factors
	How does this lesson accommodate different development levels of students?  How does this lesson accommodate individual differences in approaches to learning, create connections between the subject matter and student experiences, and or include provisions for students with particular learning differences or needs?

Students will be provided with organizers to help them gather their thoughts.  Students with writing difficulties may receive additional organizers and/or teacher support.

Through this activity, students are able to express their knowledge both in writing and artistically.



	Environmental

Factors
	What student grouping will be used?  What changes will you need to make in the classroom due to instruction, materials, safety, etc., if any?

For the reparations discussion, students will initially brainstorm at their desks and then we will move into a circle.

	Instructional activities and tasks

20 minutes

10 minutes

30 minutes

60 minutes

20 minutes

40  minutes

30 minutes???

30 minutes
	What activities will you and your students do and how are they connected to the objectives?

Day One: Slavery Scrapbox

1. Pass out assignment sheet and rubric.  Explain and answer questions.  (Explain what a “scrapbox” is – like a scrapbook, but including 3D objects about a person’s life).  Have students imagine what they might put in a “scrapbox” to represent their own lives.  Explain that we will be making a class scrapbox showing the lives of many fictional slaves.
2. Brainstorm a list of possible areas of life to represent (family, education, job, living quarters), and possible artifacts (drawings, clay models, stories, poems, etc.)

3. Character Creation Work – fill out character background sheet first

4. Draft poems and artifacts, using organizers.

Day Two: Slavery Scrapbox continued
Activity 1: Finish Piece
      1. Students will have a peer at their table review their work.

2. Students will create final drafts of their work – poems, artifacts, index cards.

3. Groups will present their artifacts to the class – depending on time

Activity 2: Review and Reparations

1. Review what we learned about slavery.

2. Discuss reparations.  Have students respond to the prompt: Do you think the United States government “owes” descendents of slaves anything for their years of unpaid labor.  Why or why not?  (If you say yes, what do you think they are “owed?”)

3. Have students share their responses.

4. Explain to students that there is a debate going on now about whether the African American community should be “repaid” for the years of slavery.  Share both perspectives on the debate and encourage students to respond.  (Remind students that there is no correct answer here and people have a variety of different opinions on the issues.)

	Assessment 

activities


	How will you determine what the students know and are able to do during and as a result of the lesson?

Students will be assessed using the Slavery Scrapbox Rubric.  Students are assessed both on their individual contribution and the overall book.



	Reflection


	How did the lesson plan work?  What was effective?  What would you change for tomorrow or the next time you use this plan?
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