Democracy in Action Organizer
What changes do you want to see in the United States? 
          Here are some possible outcomes you might want to work towards:

	1. All people can read and write

2. All people have health insurance

3. All people have a home and food

4. Any person that wants a job can get one

5. A place that is safe from terrorism

6. Drugs that help people rather than harm them

7. A drug-free place to live

8. Schools that give kids what they need

9. Fair policies for immigration

10. Food that is safe to eat
	11. A fair prison system

12. Protected land for animals 

13. Clean and affordable energy

14. Able-bodied adults always available for military service

15. A new amendment on the U.S. Constitution

16. Roads that are safe to drive/bike on

17. Less government money spent on war

18. Free nursery school for all children

19. Clean and fair elections

20. Government oversight so that the internet is safe for kids


1. Choose an issue:  What change do you hope to see in the United States? You may use one of the ones listed above or something else that the government takes care of.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Reflect: why is this important?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Why might someone NOT want this change?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. Brainstorm: What parts of the U.S. government could do something about this issue? 

Fill in at least 2 different rows (but ideally all 3)

	
	Which branch?

Executive, Legislative, Judicial
	Which level?

Federal, State, Local
	What powers do they have (related to your issue)?
	What could they do to work towards your desired change?

	Ex.
	L
	S
	Making laws about licenses
	Require drivers to be 18 or older

	1
	E

	F
	President creates a campaign to encourage kids to read
	Increase literacy for U.S. kids

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	


4. Planning Action: Brainstorm strategies that a single citizen could use to influence the government.  Here are some strategies that have been used in the past in America:

	Appealing to the Voters:

1. Protest

2. Boycott

3. Writing an editorial for the newspaper

4. Giving a speech at a political event

5. Knocking on doors

6. Making phone calls

7. Making a website or writing on a blog
	Appealing to the People in Power:
1. Writing a letter to a member of government

2. Writing a letter to a candidate

3. Sending them a petition

4. Sending them a video or artistic piece about an issue

5. Organizing a Strike

6. Political lobbying


Action Idea # 1: _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Which branch and level of government does it attempt to change? _______________

Action Idea # 2: _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Which branch and level of government does it attempt to change? _______________

Action Idea # 3: _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Which branch and level of government does it attempt to change? _______________

Which is the best action and why?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

5. Type up your Guide to Active Citizenship!  Include 3 parts (each at least one paragraph): 

a. Introduction: What change do you want to see in the United States, and WHY?

b. Body: What three ways would you suggest that a citizen might use to take action?  Make sure to explain what they could do and which branch/level of government they should direct their energy towards.

c. Conclusion: Persuade your classmates to go out and take action. Focus on convincing them to do whatever action you think is going to be most powerful. Explain persuasively why they should take this action!
6. Proofread alone and with a buddy
7. Extra Credit: Take an action step to actually implement one of your ideas! We will talk in class about what this would entail.
